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presence of God with his
people (cf. Lev. 11:45; 18:4;
20:7; Deut. 7:6; 14:2; etc.),
in that he expects his people
to be different and separate
from the culture of the world
in which they live, in this
present wicked and sinful
world. The term holiness
seems to express this idea of
separation to moral and
spiritual purity. However, it
is the term righteousness
that seems to carry the
freight of moral and spiritual
purity in terms of encom-
passing inward moral and
spiritual integrity, appropri-
ately expressed in obedience
to God, and his will, and in
selfless love toward others
(cf. Lev. 18:30; Num. 15:40;
Deut. 5:32; 6:5, 17; 8:5-6,
11; 11:22; 13:4; 15:5; 18:13;
19:9; 26:16-17; etc.).

Indeed, we may be guilty
of confounding the respec-
tive distinctions between ho-
liness and righteousness
(although the concepts
clearly overlap one another),
making holiness more about
inward moral purity and
righteousness more outward
works. In doing so, we have
often repudiated the impor-
tance of righteousness, be-
cause of our fear of devolv-
ing into a system of works
righteousness. In actual fact
Paul makes the outworking
of righteousness one of the
key issues for believers in Ro-
mans 6:1-14 (cf. Phil 2:12).
How else are we to under-
stand the reference to con-
tinuing in sin, acts of un-
righteousness, yielding our
bodily members to unrighte-

ousness (Rom 6:1-2, 12-13)?
Clearly Paul is speaking of the
fruit of salvation in terms of
obedience to God, and what
principle, law of impetus we
allow to reign over our lives
and actions (cf. Rom 6:14).

It takes a great deal of con-
voluted argumentation to di-
vorce Romans 6 from the salva-
tion experience with Paul’s in-
sistence on not continuing in
sin, and the reference to bap-
tism into Christ’s death and be-
ing raised through baptism into
his new resurrection life (Rom
6:4). While | think that the
Pentecostal Holiness Church
Manual has the doctrine of
sanctification essentially right,
| think that we have often
taught it wrongly from our pul-
pits and made it something
hard to understand. The result
is that many are no longer
seeking the sanctified life and
experience as they should. It is
time to get back to the Word of
God and sort it out for our gen-
eration so that people can once
again affirm their experience
of holiness and righteousness in
the will and plan of God.

In Romans 7:7-13 Paul speaks
of the utter futility of trying to
produce righteousness that is
to attain inward integrity be-
fore God and outward obedi-
ence to God’s will. The con-
text of his despairing mono-
logue is his discussion of how
law (a reference to the old
covenant) works. Paul has in
mind that although someone
would desire to be righteous,
he is continually sabotaged by
his own sinful nature (Rom 7:15
-20; 8:3). This Paul calls the
law or principle (like the law of

gravity) of sin and death
(Rom 7:21-24). The char-
acteristic bent of the hu-
man will is toward sin and
thus toward death (Rom
8:2)!

By separating Romans 7
from chapter 8, our Bible
format does us a disser-
vice, because chapter 8 is
the cry of victory over the
condition of despair in
chapter 7! That there is
no condemnation in Christ
Jesus, primarily means, in
this context, a condemna-
tion to live under the
curse of fruitlessness to-
ward God with respect to
righteousness. It turns out
that the Holy Spirit, who
at salvation becomes the
new covenant’s version of
God’s presence in the lives
of God people, provides a
new impetus to replace
the impetus of sin and
death, and impetus that
produces life in Christ Je-
sus (Rom 8:2). Paul trium-
phantly asserts that the
righteousness the
law he once sought to pro-
duce, is now being pro-
duced by the inwardly
abiding Holy Spirit, so that
those who walk in the
Spirit (conduct themselves
by the power and leading
of a new inward impetus)
fulfill the requirements of
God for righteousness
(inward integrity and out-
ward obedience) (Rom
8:3c-4). In this way right-
eousness is a matter of
grace just as forgiveness
is, because it originates
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